Course Code ENG5B07

Title of the Course APPRECIATING DRAMA AND THEATRE
Semester 5

No. of Credits 4

No. of Contact Hours 90

Hours/week 5

Module 1: Drama - Some Key Concepts

Basic Elements of Drama: Tragedy, Comedy, Tragicomedy; The Constituent Parts of Drama — Plot, Character,
Thought, Song, Spectacle, Diction, Three Unities, Tragic Hero, Chorus, Simple plot and Complex plot; The
basic structure of tragedy

History of Drama: Greek Theatre and Drama, Miracle Plays and Morality Plays, University Wits,
Shakespearean Theatre, Restoration Drama, Sentimental Drama, Anti-sentimental Drama, Comedy of
Manners, Drama of the Romantic Period, Decadence, Problem Play, Realism, Ibsen and Bernard Shaw. Avant-
garde: Expressionism & Epic Theatre, Angry Young Man, The Theatre of the Absurd, Comedy of Menace, The
Theatre of Cruelty, Feminist theatre, Street theatre, Ritualistic Theatre, The Poor theatre, Radio Drama.

Module 2: Classical Drama

William Shakespeare: Othello

Module 3: World Plays

1. Anton Chekov: The Bear/ The Boor
2. Edward Albee: Zoo Story
3. Kobo Abe: The Man who turned into a Stick— trans. Donald Keene

Module 4: Drama Adaptation

1. Roman Polanski: Macbeth (1971)
2. Syamaprasad: Akale (2004)
*NB: The learners are asked only essay/s and short essay/s (paragraph/s) questions from the adaptations in the end

semester examinations.
READING LIST:

CORE TEXT: A text containing the above lessons will be made available
FURTHER READING:

Catherine Belsey. The Subject of Tragedy- Identity and Difference in Renaissance Drama. London:
Methuen,1985.

Jean Chothia. English Drama of the Early Modern Period, 1890-1940. London: Longman,
1996.A C Bradley, Shakespearean Tragedy. London: Elibron, 1904.

H. Granville-Barker, Study of Drama. London: Sedgwick, 1931.

Peter Womack and Simon Shepherd. English Drama: A Cultural History. Cambridge: Blackwell, 1996.



